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We can rest in knowing that just as God had a plan

WALK BY FAITH OR WANDER IN UNBELIEF

for every detail of our lives. There is nothing too hard

Which will you choose?

for the nation of Israel, He has a plan for us. He cares
for Him. He reminds Moses in Numbers 11:23, “Is
the LORD’s hand waxed short? thou shalt see now

The exodus of Israel from Egypt and then their journey through

whether my word shall come to pass unto thee or

the wilderness is one of my favorite things to study from

not.” God wants to show Himself mighty! We must

Scripture. This period in Israel’s history is a picture of our walk

be willing to pray big, bold prayers and then trust the

with the Lord and there is so much to learn from their successes

Lord to answer in His time and for our good.

and failures. Let’s take a look at some of the encouragement we
can find in the book of Numbers:
God Cares For Us

The Holy Spirit is our Guide
In Numbers 9:15-23, we read about the cloud by day
and the appearance of fire by night that rested upon

As I recently read through Numbers again, I was overwhelmed

the Tabernacle, signifying the Lord’s presence. The

by God’s attention to detail and His care for the nation of Israel.

Israelites used this as their guide. They journeyed at

In Numbers 1:46, we are told that there were 603,550 men

the commandment of the LORD, but they also rested

twenty-years-old or older who were able to go to war. Based on

at the commandment of the LORD. They waited for

that, some estimate that the total size of the population would

the LORD’s guidance sometimes days, weeks, and

have been between 2 - 2.5 million people!

even a year (9:22).

God had a very ordered plan for how they would set up camp.

We have been given the Holy Spirit as our guide. He

He gave specific requirements and duties to the priests. He laid

is always with us and desires to direct our paths. We

out the offerings and feasts in the perfect way to picture our

must be sensitive to the leading of the Holy Spirit and

coming Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He provided food and

follow Him–even when we’re told to rest or wait. I

drink day after day. Imagine the amount of manna necessary to

don’t know about you, but that is hard for me! I find

feed 2.5 million people! And not only that, but we read in

it far more challenging to rest (or wait) than to

Deuteronomy 29:5, that their clothes and shoes did not wear out.

journey, but I also know that those difficult waiting

Over and over, God provided for their every need and took care

periods provide opportunities to draw closer to the

of every detail of their lives.

Lord and grow spiritually.
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Leave the Past Behind

In Numbers chapter 11, we find the Israelites complaining about the
food God provided for them. They were longing for the things they
had left behind in Egypt (a picture of sin and the world); the fish,
cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, garlic. The variety of food they
longed for would have satisfied their flesh for a time, but what God
had waiting for them in the Promised Land would be far greater than
anything they had in Egypt.
When we accept Christ as Savior, we are to leave the past behind.
God has given us victory over sin, our flesh, and the world. We
shouldn’t look back on our “old life” with longing. The sin we left
behind may gratify our flesh for a season, but we would be giving
up the blessings of living a victorious Christian life. As we walk in

Dear Temple Ladies,
Thank you for the sweet card that you all
signed and sent me. It is such a blessing to
know that so many are praying for me while I
am at Heartland. I’m so grateful for you all!
~Rebecca Denholm
Dear Ladies,
Thank you for all your cards; they mean so
much to me. I keep them close so I can read
them over and over. You are very special to
me and I miss you very much. Thank you for
your prayers, I really need them.
~Carlene Garnett

obedience and fellowship with the Lord, we experience His peace
and joy that is everlasting.
Walk by Faith
When we get to Numbers 13 and read of the evil report from ten of
the spies sent to Canaan, I find myself wanting to shout, “No! Don’t
listen to them!” Even in the midst of their report, they are affirming
that God’s Word is true. They saw the fruit of the land; that it

flowed with milk and honey (vs. 26-27). These were promises from
the Lord! However, their focus was on the inhabitants of the land –
the enemies. God had promised them victory, but they refused to
trust Him to fulfill that promise and ended up wandering in the
wilderness.
Do we do the same? God has promised us victory over the world,
the flesh, and the Devil. Do we live like it? Or do we get focused on
our enemies and allow them to bring us down? We can enter into the
fullness of life, rest, fruit, and blessing in Christ.* Don’t get caught
up wandering in unbelief. Instead choose to walk by faith, one step
at a time, looking unto Jesus. He has already given us the victory!
Hebrews 12:1-2 – Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and let us
run with patience the race that is set before us. Looking unto
Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that
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was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
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and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
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