Twila Jones

ESSENTIALS FOR THE JOURNEY
PART 1: THE INVITATION
MATTHEW 11:28-29 – Come unto Me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My
yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly
in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.

We have been invited to go on a life-changing journey. It is an

honor to receive this invitation, but the details regarding the
journey are a bit sketchy. We are asked to put implicit faith in
the Guide – Whom we will not see until the destination is
reached. You & I are not asked about the itinerary, the various
styles or conditions of our transportation. There is no payment
asked for – this is an all expense paid trip. We will have an
Instruction Manual, a Guidebook for the journey, which gives
important and helpful information about our Guide, Teacher,
and Comforter, others who have been on the journey, and how
they traveled with Him. We will meet many more who have

decided to take this journey, and there will be opportunities to
hear of their accounts and experiences along the way.
The only condition is that we believe in the Guide and accept
the Free Gift He offers. Take notice of the RSVP at the bottom
of the invitation:
JOHN 7:37 – ln the last day, that great day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him
come unto Me, and drink.
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The first and foremost Essential of this LifeTime Journey is to Come to
Christ. To turn away from sin, repent, ask forgiveness, and accept His
free offer of Salvation. He is the Only Way to get into the Final
Destination. God's invitation is written in the Blood of His Precious
Son. By believing in His Sacrifice for our sins, we are given the
relationship that allows us to journey to the heart and eventually the
Home of Eternal God.
I accepted this free gift on December 17, 1978. This belief is the
bedrock and anchor of my Faith. This journey is strewn with hardships,
struggles with relationships, circumstances, events, seasons of life.
There is no way around it. Thankfully, my relationship with God
through the Cross of Christ reminds me that this world is not my home,
I have eternal life, I belong to God and I am loved by Him with an
everlasting love.
This being true, I must ask myself: "Is not His love and promise of
eternal life enough to encourage me to continue on this LifeTime
Journey, even through the changes and difficulties that I will
encounter?" Creator God has adopted me, loves me unconditionally,
redeemed me, and has given me freedom to fellowship with Him and
others, and to rely upon Him and Him alone for all I need to continue

on my LifeTime Journey. Truly, that is all I need to know.
Have you accepted His invitation and His free Gift of Salvation? Then
be assured that God loves you, and has equipped and enabled you by
His Holy Spirit to travel on the journey He has prepared for you.
Join us on Monday, September 19, for our first lesson on The Essentials
for this LifeTime Journey to the Heart and Home of God.

Thanks for your love and prayers!

