special days—D-Day, Pearl Harbor, Desert Storm,
elections of Presidents and their birthdays as well as their
wives. She noted ALL birthdays of family members –
except the last 5 greatGrands – as well as ALL
Twila Jones

I’VE BECOME MY MOTHER! Perhaps it is because this

anniversaries. And often she included little snippets that
happened in the families that were important to her.

year marks 5 years since the Lord took my mom Home, or

But the most important notations were those of the

perhaps it is because I am getting older; my mom has been on

Scriptures and her personal thoughts on particular days.

my mind much of late. Rather than a critical remark or

Though we spoke of many spiritual things and much

disparaging exclamation, the above statement has become an

Scripture, I never really knew how deep my mom was.

amusing, entertaining, and enjoyable one to me. When I look

How much she loved God's Word. How much she thought

in the mirror, I see her face, her smile looking back at me.

on It. Looking back now, I can see how her knowledge

I've become my mother!! When I say

and love of God and His Word,

certain phrases, or speak with that

calmed her heart and her spirit as

Texas drawl, I hear her voice in my

her mind descended slowly into

head.

mother!!

dementia, especially the last 2

Whenever I get frustrated, I say things

years of her life. In fact, the very

she said, and do things she did. I've

last statement I heard her make

I've

become

my

become my mother!! The thought that was so horrifying to

was, "Jesus Loves Me." The impact on me and influence

me at 20, 30, even 40 years of age has become a delightful

of this has greatly encouraged and helped me this past

thought and in many ways, a comforting one. Why should I

year. It has been invaluable and illuminating. How

not become my mother? She gave me life. She raised me.

thankful I am for my mother!

She instilled in me values and principles, and above all, she
taught me about Jesus and God's Word.

The Greatest Influence in our lives comes from our
mothers – whether daughters or sons. We cannot take for

This past year I spent some of my devotional reading in my

granted or ignore the awesome responsibility we have as

mother's copy of STREAMS IN THE DESERT compiled by

women when given the gift of Motherhood. It is a God-

Mrs. Charles E. Cowman. My mom never kept a diary or a

given calling, and as one writer has said, "Motherhood is

journal of any kind that I know of, but she did make many

not a hobby. It is a Calling. It is not something to do if you

remarks and notes in this little book. She made notes on

Continued on Back
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can squeeze the time in. It is what God gave you time for." C. S. Lewis said,
"Children are not a distraction from more important work. They are The
Most Important Work." The influence we have on our children is eternal.
Take some time this
month to reflect on
your own mother. If
you

had

a

rough

childhood – I did –
just focus on the
positive things. Maybe you grew up with difficulty and loneliness. Thank
God that your mother chose to give you life – that's a huge blessing. If you

find yourself saying, "I've become my mother," and you don't like what you
see or hear, ask the Lord for wisdom, strength, and grace to grow in the
knowledge of the Savior. Be like Him. Thank Him for the lessons you need
to learn and to grow in Grace. If you remember with fondness what you see

VBS Visitation
Begins, May 17
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 6:30 PM
Saturdays at 10:00 AM
Remember—wear comfortable walking
shoes! For All Ages.

Mother’s Celebration
Brunch May 21 at 10 AM
Make Reservations at the hall table thru
May 15
$10 Ages 13+
$5 Ages 5-12
No Charge Ages 4 and under

or hear, thank Him for a mother who reflected Jesus to you. Ask Him to help
you be the mother He wants and has designed you to be.
And for those of you who do not have children, ask the Lord to help you to
be the influence in some child's life that he or she does not have. Look
around. There are those in our midst who need help, encouragement, and yes,

Guest Speaker
May 22
Merv & Dawn McNair
Pastor of Lighthouse
Lebanon, IL

even attention. You could

make an eternal difference
by offering help, a kind
word, a loving smile, or
any way the Lord leads
you. Motherhood is part

Vacation Bible School
June 20-22 (M-W)
6:30—8:30 Nightly
K-6th Grades
Family Night: June 22

of who we are as women whether we give birth or not. The mothering
influence in us is real. As believers we must always be ready to pour out our
lives and manifest Jesus to all around us.
My mother revealed Jesus to me in
life, and even now, she continues to

Temple Baptist Church Ladies,

do so.

Thank you so much for the sweet card and
gift card! You all mean so much to me. Love
each of you and I thank each of you for your
prayers.
~Erica Long

Someday, my daughter will look in
the mirror and see her mother. Oh,
how I pray that she exclaims with
amusement, entertainment, joy, and
thankfulness, "Oh. My. Word!!!
I've become my mother!!!"
HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY!!

TBC Ladies,
Thank you for the card you sent, as well as
the Wal-Mart gift card! I will put it to good
use. Thank you for the prayers and care you
have provided during my time here at school.
~Chaz Ratcliff

