
         Twila Jones 

MATTHEW 1:23 – Behold, a virgin shall be with 

child, and shall bring forth son, and they shall call 

His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, 

God with us. 

ISAIAH 9:6 – For unto us a child is born, unto us 

a son is given: and the government shall be upon 

His shoulder: and His name shall be called 

Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The 

Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 

Happy New Year!! You might be asking 

yourself: "What in the world are these 2 

verses doing at the beginning of the January 

2022 newsletter?" "Has Mrs. Twila lost her 

calendar, her way, her mind?" 

As I was pondering how to reintroduce our 

Bible Study, I came across this most 

appropriate devotion for our study on 

BEAUTY FOR ASHES. I read it on Christmas 

Day, and the Lord used it to speak to my 

heart, as I pray He will yours. 

A few years ago, a striking Christmas card was 

published with the title, "If Christ had not 

come."  The card represented a pastor falling 

into a short sleep early on Christmas morning 

and dreaming of a world into which Jesus had 

never come. 

In his dream, he found himself looking through 

his home, but there were no little stockings hung 

by the chimney, no Christmas bells, no wreaths 

of holly, no manger scene to remind him that 

Christ came to save. 

A ring at the door-bell, where he found a messenger who asked him to visit 

a poor dying mother. He hastened with the weeping child and as he 

reached the home he sat down and said, "I have something here that will 

comfort you." He opened his Bible to look for a familiar promise, but it 

ended at Malachi…there was no gospel promise of hope and salvation, and 

he could only bow his head and weep with her in bitter despair. 

Two days afterward he stood beside her coffin and conducted the funeral 

service, but there was no message of consolation, no word of a glorious 

resurrection, no open Heaven, but only "dust to dust, ashes to ashes," and 

one long eternal farewell. He realized at length that Jesus had not come and 

burst into tears and bitter weeping in his sorrowful dream. 

Suddenly he woke with a start, and a great shout of joy and praise as he 

heard the choir from his church next door singing, "Come and behold Him, 

born the King of Angels, O come let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord." 

Let us rejoice and be glad today because "HE HAS COME!" And let us 

remember today, and every day what the angel said to the shepherds, 

"Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people, 

for unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ 

the Lord." (Luke 2:10, 11) 

"He comes to make His blessing flow, Far as the curse is found." 
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HE HAS COME. And He came to give us Beauty for Ashes. It's not 

just a statement or a sentiment we say at Christmas time, it is the 

Truth. He came to set us free, to give us new life, to bind up the 

brokenhearted. This is our Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us. 

As you enter in to 2022 with all the twists, turns, uncertainties, and 

cares of this life – remember this, live by this Truth.  The good tidings 

of Great Joy that we celebrate at Christmas are a way of life for all 

those who believe in our Saviour, Christ the Lord. 

Please join us on January 17, 2022, for our first Ladies Meeting of the 

year.  It is a precious time of fellowship and encouragement in the 

Word of God and with each other! Lord willing, we will take a closer 

look at "Bind up the Brokenhearted," and find the BEAUTY FOR 

ASHES Jesus came to give us. 



         Crystal Ratcliff 

I don’t know about you, but I love the new year! I enjoy taking time to reflect, 

inspect, and consider areas where I need to make improvement. Don’t 

misunderstand me. I stopped setting those high and lofty “New Year’s 

Resolutions” years ago. Too often those goals quickly became overwhelming, 

and I became discouraged and quit completely. Instead I choose to focus on 

growth and celebrate any improvement I make in a given area.  

In the last few months, I’ve noticed a noisiness in my mind. An unsettling in 

my spirit. I was becoming easily frustrated or agitated—mostly with things at 

work. As I’ve prayed about this and searched the Scriptures, one word has 

continually come to mind: QUIET. 

I Peter 3:4 says, “But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not 

corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God 

of great price.” 

It’s part of a larger section of Scripture that I’m quite familiar with—because of 

the struggles Marc and I had early in our marriage. He was saved, but not 

following the LORD. I clung to these verses about how the Lord could use my 

conversation—my behavior, actions, and speech—to change his heart. It is 

not the outward appearance that has that power and influence, but rather 

what is on the inside. It is this meek and quiet spirit that is of great worth to 

God. 

Meek – a mildness of disposition, gentleness of spirit, humility 

Quiet – tranquil, peaceable, and still 

As I considered the word quiet, I realized there were three areas that would 

need work if I was going to achieve that meek and quiet spirit that the LORD 

values. Fortunately, they are all connected and it starts with a quiet heart. A 

quiet heart will lead to a quiet mind. And a quiet mind will lead to perhaps the 

most difficult…a quiet mouth! 

Interested in learning a bit more about where this study has taken me? Here’s 

the verses the LORD used to work in my heart in these three areas: 

Quiet Heart – Psalm 33 (listen to Pastor’s messages from here as well); 

Colossians 3:1-2; Lamentations 3:22-26 

Quiet Mind – Philippians 4:6-9; II Corinthians 10:4-5 

Quiet Mouth – Proverbs 4:23; Matthew 12:34-37; Proverbs: 21:23; 18:7-8; 

15:1, 28. 

As I studied out having a Quiet Heart, a Quiet Mind, and a Quiet Mouth I could 

have become a bit discouraged seeing how much of the Scriptures and ideas 

were things I’ve worked on in the past. It seems like there is always work to do 

in our spiritual life, but knowing and accepting that is what keeps our hearts 

tender toward the working of the Holy Spirit. And while I may have a long way 

to go in this area of QUIETING my heart, mind, and mouth, I know I’ve made 

a lot of progress over the years–and it is my prayer that I will continue to grow 

in this area in 2022. 

So no matter what you are focusing on in the new year, always remember to 

celebrate the improvements you make along the way! 

January: James 4:8-10 

Sept: Psalm 90:17 


