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ISAIAH 61 …He hath sent Me to bind up the brokenhearted…to give unto 

them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise 

for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called the trees of 

righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that He might be glorified. 

The context of this passage is New Life and a New Beginning. Jesus quoted 

from this passage when He spoke in a synagogue in Nazareth…Luke 4:16-21.  

He applied the Scripture to Himself, but stopped reading before the day of 

vengeance since that day is yet to come. The background of the text is the 

Year of Jubilee. During this special year all debts were cancelled, all land 

returned to its original owner, all slaves were freed, and everyone was given a 

fresh new beginning. SEE LEVITICUS 25. 

For those of us who belong to God through the Lord Jesus Christ, we now live 

in the spiritual year of jubilee. Our sin debt has been paid in full, cancelled. 

We have been set free from sin, self, Satan, the world, the flesh, and death. 

Instead of the ashes of mourning, we have the oil of Joy and garments of 

Praise. We now wear a robe of righteousness. (Isaiah 61:10) 

Christ has given us all of this and more because of His shed blood and 

finished work on the cross. He is our Deliverer, Healer, Savior, and 

Comforter. We, because we belong to God through Him, are trees of 

Righteousness, that He might be glorified. 

MATTHEW HENRY—We lay in ashes because of our sin. He came 

to give us beauty for ashes—to turn all our sorrow into Joy and 

Cheerfulness, quickly and easily. His oil of Joy makes the face shine 

while mourning disfigures the countenance and makes it unlovely. He 

also gives us the garments of Praise—beautiful garments worn only 

on special feast days. Whenever God gives the Oil of Joy He always 

provides the Garments of Praise. 

Our 2021-2022 Ladies Bible Study will explore Beauty For Ashes. We will 

dive into what it means and what God has 

done for us in providing it for us.  Sorrow, 

Heaviness, Mourning, Loss, Trials, 

Tribulations, Distress, Disappointments, etc., 

are part of this life here on earth. There is a 

way God wants us to navigate through these 

parts. 

This Beauty, this Oil, these Garments are the 

symbols of the Redeemed. God intends that 

they should be manifested in our lives at all 

times, no matter what. We belong to Him, and 

He expects His children to act like Him. He 

has told us to and given us instructions on 

how to obey Him and reveal Him to the world 

around us. He can turn the ugly, heavy, 

sorrowful, and disappointing events in our 

lives into Beauty, Joy, and Praise. 

GEORGE MUELLER—My eye Is not on the 

density of the fog, but on the Living God 

who controls every circumstance in my life. 

PSALM 55:16—As for me, I will call upon 

God; and the LORD shall save me. 

PSALM 57:2—I will cry unto God most high; 

unto God that performeth all things for me. 

PSALM 55:7—My heart is fixed, O God, my 

heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise. 




