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PSALM 91:1, 2 – He that dwelleth in the secret place of the Most High 

shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the LORD, He is 

my Refuge and my Fortress: my God; in Him will I trust. 

I am ever amazed at how many times the Lord has me review lessons I have 

studied and taught throughout the year. For instance, I read Psalm 91 a few days 

after Ladies Retreat. As I read, I was reminded of how important fellowship and 

close communion with Him are – indeed, how very necessary they are to my daily 

walk and my ability to stand fast and stand firm in the twists, turns, and daily 

activities of life.  To "Come to the Master's Table" is essential, and it is far more 

than just a theme for Ladies Retreat or our yearly Bible Study.  It is a way of life 

for us who belong to God through our Lord Jesus Christ. We are His dear 

children. He desires for us to seek time alone with Him. 

In these uncertain days and trying times, we can be sure that God can and will 

take care of us.  The key word that characterizes Psalm 91 is SECURITY. The 

definition of security is protection, safety; that which protects or guards from 

danger of any kind; certainty.  In uncertain times, we can be certain of our God. 

The more we know Him, the more we trust Him, the more certain we are of Him 

and His Word and His Ways. 

CHARLES SPURGEON – The Blessings here in Psalm 91:1, 2 are not for 

all believers, but for those who live in close fellowship with God. Every 

child of God looks towards the inner sanctuary and the mercy-seat, yet all 

do not DWELL in the most holy place. They run to it at times, and enjoy 

occasional approaches, but they do not habitually reside in His presence. 

Those who through Grace and continuous communion with God, so as to 

abide in Christ, become possessors of rare and special benefits, which 

are missed by those who follow afar off, and grieve the Holy Spirit of God.  

Those who abide in Christ find that God will shield them and remain 

under His care. Those who commune with God are safe with Him…they 

abide under His constant protection, and it is all-sufficient, for it is the 

shadow of the Almighty. The more closely we cling to our Almighty 

Father, the more confident we can be. Continued on Back 

      Wow!  What a blessing Ladies Retreat 

was.  As always, everything turned out 

wonderful.  I know it takes lots of hard 

work and prayer.  It was such a blessing to 

our ladies.  Calvary Baptist—Sterling, KS  

                          Dara, Kemble, Shelby, Debbie 



Are you confident in Him? Are you 

certain of Him? Do you abide in Christ? 

Do you dwell in the shadow of the 

Almighty? Do you know for a fact that if 

and when you call upon Him, He will hear 

you and answer you and be with you in 

trouble? 

We can believe Him and His Word. We 

must not be presumptuous like Satan in 

Matthew 4:6, 7; but we can be confident 

that as long as we are here on earth God 

has a plan and purpose for us, and we are 

kept safe and secure, even in the most 

troubling and uncertain times. Even if 

harm comes to us, we remain secure, 

protected, safe, for Almighty God is our 

Refuge and Fortress. We can trust Him, 

and we ought to trust Him, for He has 

never failed us. Why should we doubt 

Continued from Front Think about that! All that is happening in 

our world and around us is under His 

control. Let us who know Him, spend 

time with Him, dwell in His presence, 

commune with Him, trust Him, obey 

Him – and we shall call upon Him, and 

find that He will be with us in trouble. 

He will deliver us, and we will honor 

Him. It matters not if our circumstances 

do not change or become more difficult. 

He will be with us. He said so. 

PSALM 91:15 – He shall call upon Me, 

and I will answer him: I will be with him in 

trouble; I will deliver him and honor him. 

there were other responsibilities and distractions in my life 

that fought for my attention. Those things held a place of 

priority in my life. Notice I didn’t say they were given 

preeminence. I knew better than to put those things ahead of 

my relationship with the Lord, but I certainly allowed them 

to compete for my focus and attention.  

Please understand, these things I’m talking about are not 

sinful in and of themselves. Many of these things are even a 

necessary part of living here on earth. The problem was that 

they were not in their proper place. I had allowed them to 

become too important.  

We have just been through amazing revival services! If you 

missed them, I would encourage you to go back and 

attentively watch or listen. The LORD used Bro. Sam 

Davison to challenge us to get off our lees, be shaken up and 

poured out for the cause of Christ, and drink from the 

Fountain of Living Water. He encouraged us with messages 

of how great God is and the precious thoughts He has toward 

us. He asked a simple question, “Lovest thou me?” 

As I considered those messages, along with the renewed 

eternal perspective I am trying to maintain, I realized that the 

time for reflection in a Christian’s life is not occasionally or 

once a year. If I don’t want to go back to “normal” then I 

need to examine my heart on a daily basis and invite the 

Lord to do the same. I need to be willing to say, “Search me, 

O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my 

thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, and 

lead me in the way everlasting (Psalm 139:23-24).” 

I encourage you to take some time to reflect on this last year. 

Are you the same as you were before the pandemic? Has 

everything returned to “normal”? How are your priorities? 

How much do you love Jesus, His Word, and His church? 

Crystal Ratcliff 
 

Teachers are trained to take time to reflect. We think upon the 

success—or failure—of each lesson to determine the next steps in 

instruction. We take time to consider the overall day. How well did I 

implement my classroom management strategy? Was I able to make 

connections with students? Do I have concerns for any of them? What 

can I do differently in the days and weeks ahead to improve?  

The practice of reflection has an important place in our spiritual lives 

as well.  

Websters 1828 dictionary defines reflect as to consider attentively, to 

revolve in the mind, to contemplate.  

I’ve been doing a lot of reflecting on this last year. It has been a year 

since the beginning of the pandemic, and I find myself asking what 

have I learned? What has changed in my life? Am I the same?  

I still remember when the stay-at-home orders first came down, and 

we weren’t going to be able to meet as a church body. I knew there 

would be spiritual casualties, and I determined not to be one of them. 

This concern prompted me—along with more time at home with less 

distractions—to find more time in the day to spend with the Lord in 

His Word and prayer. I realized that a focus on knowledge about God 

and His Word had caused me to lose some of the simple joy that 

comes from knowing Him. Somewhere between March and April of 

2020, I had found a renewed sense of joy and sweetness in my 

relationship with the Lord. Looking back, I can say that this year has 

truly been one of revival for me. I don’t share that with you to “toot 

my own horn,” but rather to consider why it took a pandemic to get 

me to that point. 

As I reflect on years past, I can see that while I was faithful to read 

and study the Bible, spend time in prayer, and be involved in church, 

Him or speculate about His work in our 

lives? Ought not we who know Him 

remain quiet, calm, and confident? 

Interestingly, Psalm 91:3 says, "Surely 

He shall deliver thee from the snare of 

the fowler, and from the noisome 

pestilence." Pestilence means noxious 

to health and life, troublesome, 

mischievous, making disturbance. I 

believe we can all agree that we are 

surrounded by the pestilence of lies, 

threats, disease, corruption, immorality, 

and more. We are safe from all this if 

we dwell in communion with God. 

Those who dwell in His presence are 

free from fear and the noise that 

accompanies it. Spurgeon says, 

"Pestilence to the saints of heaven shall 

not be noisome but the messenger of 

heaven." 


